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Has The Plantation been invaded?  
The answer is òYESó! 

They are living among us, in every 
neighborhood in The Plantationé. 
in our yards and our neighborõs 
yard. Who are they? What are they? 
How do we get rid of them? Are you 
plagued by them too? The answer 
is most likely, YES. 

The culprit is the chinch bug!  That 
little rascal has invaded our lawns 
and has become resistant to many 
popular insecticides and therefore, 
our lawns are not the lush, rich 
green lawn that we had hoped for.  
Under the developer, the grass of 
choice was St. Augustine. But now, 
because of the invasion of the 
Chinch bug, other grasses and   
Florida Friendly yards have been 
encouraged. 

During a recent routine inspection    
of the neighborhoods, it became    
apparent that there needs to be 
something done about this growing 
problem to our residents. The bugs 
become active in the spring, as the 
weather warms up, and become  
progressively more destructive the 
drier it gets. Symptoms of bug    
infestation include irregular areas    
of  yellow and brown in sunny areas 
usually adjacent to sidewalks, 
driveways, curbs, or patios. Yellow 
and brown spots will also appear 
on leaf blades and stems. 

òOk,ó you say, òDo I really have 
them?ó Chinch bugs donõt like    
water. If you lay the end of your  
water hose near a suspect area and 
allow the area to flood, the bugs will 
emerge and be seen crawling 
around on the grass. 

(continued on page 3) 

Your dog may be your best 
friend, but how about in the 
neighborhood? 

The pet friendly neighborhood is 
one where each resident takes 
responsibility for their pets.  
They walk their dog on a leash, 
only allowing it to eliminate on 
their own property. We have 
enough trouble with our grass 
without a dog (or cat) contribut-
ing to the problem. 

Do you remember The Plantation 
covenants regarding pets? We 
are all expected to follow them 
and that is one of the reasons 
why we moved here, we want our 
neighborhoods to be regulated 
under protective covenants. 

Your dog is the innocent by-

stander. He follows  your lead 
and needs you to teach him how 
to be a òPlantation Friendly Petó.  
In order for this to happen,     
YOU have to be a pet friendly 
neighbor.  If you have concerns 
or issues regarding pets in your 
neighborhood, talk with your 
neighbors and try to solve the 
problem. Practice the òGolden 
Ruleóé You wouldnõt want a dog 
to ruin your lawn or landscaping; 
or prevent you from taking a nap 
or sleeping because of a barking 
dog. Some people donõt like dogs 
jumping at them, so use a leash 
that keeps your dog beside you.  
Letõs keep The Plantation a pet 
friendly community..... do your 
part, be a responsible pet owner. 
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Activities Department Update   by Kathy, AH Activities Coordinator  

Psst!  Did you know that you can sign 
up for just one Olympic event and you 
will receive two continental breakfasts?  
And thatôs just one of the changes for 
this yearôs Olympic Games.  We would 
like to invite EVERYONE at The     
Plantation to attend the Opening    
Ceremonies on Monday, October 
11th.  The ceremony will begin at 9 am 
and if you have ever attended, you 
know what a beautiful sight it is to see 
as each village parades to The Manor 
circle where we gather for song      
singing, flag raising, torch lighting and 
very slight speechifying. After the   

ceremony this year, our very first 
Champagne Relay will kick off the 
events for 2010 and it should prove 
very entertaining, as well as pretty 
messy!  All entry forms need to be 
turned in at Ashley Hall by Friday,   
September 10th.  You may mail it in, 
turn it in in person, or email the web-
site version, whichever is easiest.    

Hope youôre all surviving the heat of 
the summer.  Me, I canôt get enough of 
it and dread a winter like last yearôs.  
The days are already getting shorter- 
how time flies!  Enjoy the rest of your 
summer-keep safe and stay cool. 

Your website updateé..    
by Karen Sloan, Webmaster 

It might be the slow time of the year for you, 
but it hasnôt slowed down on the website.  As I 
wrote previously, the Trading Post is one of  

the most popular pages and thatôs where the action is!  To date, 
2,305 items have been posted. So, if youôre interested in re-  
decorating this is the place to shop first!  For those of you wanting 
to sell off some of your clutteré. this is the placeé price it right 
and it will sell. Itôs easy to post your items, just follow the online 
instructions and then notify when items are sold by using the form 
on The Trading Post. 

The newest addition is the updated Plantation Oaks Restaurant 
page, featuring a special night out:  òMurder With Extra Cheese.ò  
Details are on the www.palhoa.com restaurant webpage (bottom 
tab on the homepage) including daily specials, and dinner menus. 

All of the Olympic information will be available online again for 
downloading, especially if you are up north and want to get your 
entry submitted in a timely manner. 

Itôs soon time again for the Board of Directors election. The  
òIntent to Runó form is included on the website for downloading 
if you are considering the job. The deadline for submissions is 
Sept. 15th. 

Remember, if you canõt find it...check the A-Z index page. 

by Pamela J. Snyder 

The Computer Club meets every Thursday at   
7 p.m. in Rm 1 of Hermitage Hall and is open 
to all Plantation residents. Weekly meetings 
begin with a question and answer session. 
After all questions have been addressed, mini 
presentations based upon requests from    
previous meetings and/or via our email site 
are conducted. If you have a special request, please email:              
plantationpcc@yahoo.com.  There is a brief business meeting the 
third Thursday of each month beginning at 7 p.m. 

If you wish to be a voting member of the Computer Club, the fee for 
that is only $5.00 per year. This yearly fee gives the Computer Club 
monies to replace, upgrade and/or add new equipment via the     
approval of the voting membership.  You must be a paid member to 
vote; however, you do not have to be a paid member to attend the 
weekly meetings. 

All Plantation activity buildings are wireless. Ashley and Hermitage 
halls also have a public computer for use by residents and their 
guests.  Printouts are not available due to the expense of the ink 
and paper.  As a reminder - residents are personally responsible for 
their actions as well as the actions of their guests regarding use of 
the public computers.  This includes limiting the amount of time you 
spend on the computer when others are waiting.  In order for the 
Computer Club to continue to offer this service we need your         
cooperation.   

If you have any questions regarding the Computer Club please    
contact Ed DiButera at 365-6304. 

http://www.palhoa.com
mailto:plantationpcc@yahoo.com


  

3 

(Invasion-Continued from front page) 

A better way to determine chinch 
bug infestation is to cut the      
bottom out of a two pound coffee 
can (or comparable can), push the 
bottomless can into the sod 
slightly, and fill it with water. 
Bugs will float to the top.  You 
may have to try this in several 
places. Chinch bugs are really 
small. The adults are the size of a 
pin head and have white-crossed 
wings over their black bodies. 
Other stages are smaller and 
brown to red in color. The small-
est stage is about the size of a pin 
point. Cinch bugs may be light 
brown, dark brown, or black with 
white specks on their back.     
Contact your pest control service 

and arrange treatment. They will 
have to do multiple treatments to 
eliminate all stages of bug 
growth. If you treat your own 
lawn, consult with your Agricul-
tural Extension Service to find out 
the preferred chemical to use. 

 

Now that you have determined the 
cause of your brown, splotchy 
lawn, you will need to do some-
thing about the damaged areas in 
order to avoid a reminder letter 

from the HOA. There are several 
choices that you can make. You 
can replace the affected area with 
replacement sod or other alter-
nate approved grasses; or you 
can choose the option of creating 
a Florida Friendly yard, which 
many residents are opting to do. 
Details are on the palhoa.com 
website. 

DONõT FORGETé ALL changes 
and modifications to the exterior 
of your property will need to be 
submitted to the Architectural 
Review Committee. This commit-
tee was formed under the       
Covenants and is responsible    
for reviewing all changes and 
modifications:     

ARTICLE VII - ARCHITECTURAL 
CONTROL:  7.1 Purpose. In order 
to preserve the natural beauty and 
aesthetic design of The Plantation 
at Leesburg, and to promote     
the value of the Property, the 
Property is hereby made subject 
to the terms and restrictions of 
Article VII, and every Owner 
agrees to be bound hereby.    
Your HOA is constantly working 
to maintain the integrity of The 
Plantation, and has also been 
monitoring the homes which are 
un-occupied.  

Itõs time to eradicate the chinch 
bug and the damage it is doing to 
many of our lawns.  The invasion 
must cease; you are the one to 
take actionédo it NOW! 

 

 
 

 

Ã Wednesday, August 4- ARC Meeting at Administration  8 am 

Ã Saturday, August 7- Pickleball Social  11 am at The Manor 

Ã Havarah BBQ at Manor Pool  3-6 pm (rain date Sunday,  
Aug 8) 

Ã Wednesday, August 11- Bus to Hard Rock in Tampa 8am- 
ONLY TRIP IN AUG 

 

Ã Saturday, August 14- Tennis Summer Social noon at The 
Manor 

Ã Monday, August 16- Summer Salad Luncheon noon at The 

Manor 

Ã Wednesday, August 18- ARC Meeting at Administration  8am 

Ã Saturday, August 21- Beach Party Dance 7:30pm at The 
Manor ; Host: Laurel Valley   Music: Lost Cats 

Ã Tuesday, August 24- PRIMARY VOTING IN THE MANOR &   
HERMITAGE HALL - ALL EVENTS CANCELLED 

RETURN YOUR OLYMPIC ENTRY FORM TO ASHLEY HALL BY SEPT 10TH! 

Short winged 
adult 

Big-eyed 
adult 

CHINCH 
BUGS 
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I need a volunteer to plan the Holiday 
Party.  As of now there are no plans 
for a Holiday party.  If you would like 
to chair this event, please contact 
Mary Ann Weiss at 360-9163 or 1-203 
581-6896. 

Bob Maroon, President and Mary Ann 
Weiss, Vice-president as well as 

Claire Swinnerton will be resigning as of January 1. Please find 
nominees to be elected in December 

Most activities will be curtailed for the summer except for those 
listed below.  Please watch for activities beginning in the fall. 

Several people are sharing the planning for Tuesday night       
dinners; this month is Karen Sellers at 787-5507.  Thanks to all for 
your part in organizing this very popular activity. 

Please join us for upcoming events-- details and signup sheets are 
at The Manor  
August 10 Tuesday night dinner at Carrabbas in Clermont.   

Contact is Karen Sellers at 787-5507 

August 24 Tuesday night dinner at Captain Bellôs in Fruitland 
Park.  Contact is Karen Sellers at 787-5507 

Please contact these group leaders for information: 

Saturday Movie and Dinner:  Carole Rundio 787-0548.  Call for 
details. Movies at EPIC Theaters in Clermont. 

Tuesday Dinners: Second and fourth Tuesday of each month.  
Please sign up by the Sunday before the dinner as we make    
reservations.  The group car pools and leaves from The Manor 
parking lot at 4:45 sharp.  Contact for August is Karen Sellers at 
787-5507 

Mark your calendar for November 7th 
Writers Guild Gathering  

11am to 4pm  in The Manor! 

Itôs an event you wonôt want to miss.  Authors will 
display their ongoing or published works and there 
will be readings and folk music in a coffee shop   
atmosphere. Come on in, get yourself a cup of   
coffee and refreshments, and sit down to enjoy the 

readings and music. Or, stroll along the writersô tables, chat with them, and ask 
questions. Some of our authors are creating memoirs for their descendents, others 
write poetry for friends and family. Still others write autobiographies and novels.  

The group is now busy on this yearôs anthology of their writings, GuildSong: a 
Concert of Readings. The book will make its debut at The Writers Guild Gathering. 
Be sure to get yours.  

The Writers Guild meets every Friday from 9:30 until noon in the Craft Room in the 
Manor. A guild is, by definition, an association of people for mutual aid or pursuit 
of a common goal.  Members read their ongoing work for critiques by other     
members. Everyone helps everyone else in a casual atmosphere. For more     
information, call Ruth Williams at 638-2863, or call any Guild member.   

by Ruth Williams, Moderator 

by Irene Roth 

This is last in a series of the necessary crews 
needed to bring forth a production at the 
Manor.  Hopefully the articles these last couple 
of months have helped to explain the myriad of 
people and positions that help to put a show 
together. 

Sound & Lighting:  Next to the actors, director & 
producer, this is most important ï if you canôt 

see or hear properly, all is lost.  For the past three years our Sound 
Technician (Fred Roth) and his crew, and HOA, have worked with 
several acoustical and lighting companies to secure and install 
updated microphones and lights to enhance these shows. A      
determination is made for use of face mics, floor mics, stage light-
ing, spotlights, sound effects, etc. Sound checks are constantly 
made, plus mic wranglers are needed backstage to ensure that 
these mics are in proper working order before the performers enter 

the stage. 

Publicity - Poster Committee:  These individuals will handle any 
outside announcements and updates to advise our residents of 
upcoming shows via articles, posters and picture boards.  Playbills 
and in-house ads are devised, printed, and distributed. Outside 
advertisers are secured for the Playbill. Tickets are printed and 
distributed.   

To our audience..... Without you, there would be no reason for a 
show. The tech crew may go unnoticed, but without them.... there 
would be no show.  Thank you for your support of all our      
endeavors!!!!  

Stay tuned for our upcoming 2010 - 2011 schedule. 

NOTICE:  It is with deep regret to report that PTG has lost two stel-
lar gentlemen, James Madonna (director, ô07 ñLadies of the Mopò), 
and Jim Krebsbach (Mr. Kirby, ô09, ñYou Canôt Take It With Youò).  
We all will miss you and your talents. 

FRIENDS-IN-A-CHORD 
HONORS CHARTER MEMBER 

PRISCILLA BOWMAN 

At a recent Friends-in-a-
Chord meeting, Charter 
Member Pricilla Bowman 
was honored with the 
òUnsung Hero Awardó  
bestowed on her for her 
continued dedication to our 
organization. She has 
spent many hours in the 
past four years working to 
establish each yearôs 
beautifully done DVD & 
CD.  Our grateful recognition to you Pris.   

If you would like to be a part of Friends-in-a-
Chord, come join us at practice any Tuesday from 
1 to 3 p.m. in Hermitage Hall Room 2. 
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Casual Supper Club 
Sign Up At The Manor This Month 

Signup sheets are at the Manor       
for the fall session, September thru 
December, of the Supper Club. Four 
couples meet monthly sharing the 
hosting. Join with new people or people you have dined with before. 
The Host couple furnishes the main dish, another couple, the      
appetizer, another couple salad and the final couple, dessert. Every 
Dinner will be hosted by a different couple with each couple rotating 
through the other courses. Our Deadline for the Fall Session is  
September 7th.  If you are away for the summer, and will return to 
Plantations by mid September, call or write to join the fall session of 
the Casual Supper Club. 

If you have questions call Joan or Richard Graybill @ 365-0861 or 
Email randj25036@comcast.net   

Food, and Friends equals Fun! 

Hope all you Page Turners are enjoying the   
summer months and perhaps have read some 
good books.    

As noted in the July newsletter, the first meeting 
of our upcoming season will be held on                

September 14th from 11:30am to 2:00pm at the Plantation Oaks 
Restaurant.  A signup sheet for this luncheon is posted at the 
Manor.  We will be ordering from the menu.  

The first book to be reviewed is ñThe Last Lectureò by Randy 
Pausch. Plan to join in for what should be an interesting          
discussion of the book which contains some very good life       
lessons which might benefit us all.  If you have not obtained the 
list of books to be read and reviewed in the upcoming season, 
you can still get one from any of the activity centers. New       
members are always welcome.  Plan on joining us for some     
interesting reading and lively discussions.  

For further information call Wendy Otten at 787-8133.   
Keep turning those pages! 

by Pat Sturdivant 

Surf's up, pools are open, vaca-
tions are beckoning, Bar-B-Q's 
are smokinô, and fun's a waiting. 

Meanwhile, we must keep in 
mind our hurricane season 
and have a good plan should 
we have to evacuate not only 
ourselves, but our pets as well. 
Here is a list of public shel-
ters in Lake County that     
accept pets: 
1. Astatula Elementary  
2.  Leesburg Elementary  
3.  Lost Lake Elementary 
4.  Pine Ridge Elementary  
5.  Round Lake Elementary  
6.  South Lake High  
7.  Tavares High  
8. Villages Elementary  
9. Umatilla Elementary  

10.  Spring Creek Elem.  

Owners must show proof of 
rabies vaccination. All animals 
admitted to these public     
shelters must be housed in 
their own crate. Cats should 
have a crate large enough to 

accommodate a litter box, 
food, and water dish. An extra 
gallon or two of water is recom-
mended. 

All pets need to have an I.D. 
tag on their collar. If your pet 
has a microchip, great, show 
proof of that, too.  All pets will 
be housed in a separate room 
from the public. Owners will be 
allowed to visit with and walk 
their pet. For more information 
Contact: Lake County Animal 
Control at 343-9688.  

Paw prints wishes everyone a 
safe and happy summer and 
we'll see you at our next meet-
ing September 13th at 10am in 
The Manor W/Bal. We have 
some fun and wonderful events 
coming up, so be sure to tell a 
friend and come learn, laugh, 
and get inspired!  

YOU GOTTA CHECK OUT 
OUR WEB PAGE!   

NEW INFORMATION: 
www.palhoa.com 

1.  DOWNLOAD FORM FOR  
 PET MEMORIAL PLATE 

 2. NEW MEMORIAM         
 SECTION (posted monthly)- 
 send jpeg photo with info on 
 pet to palnews@aol.com . 

HAPPY TRAILS AND  
WAGGIN TAILS  

PEAR Park  
Happenings  
The construction of the new    
entrance to PEAR Park is about     
completed. It will be from US 27, 
opposite the Legacy entrance, 
with paving continuing several 
hundred feet into the Park. When 
completed, the gate connecting 
the active area (dog park, ball 
fields, playground) and the     
conservation area will be closed 
to vehicular traffic, while hikers 

can continue to go from one area to the other. The entrance to the 
conservation area via University Avenue will remain open.        
Elsewhere in the Park, Community Garden plots are available for a 
small donation; if you are interested call Gary Salzman. Many of 
our residents participate in PEAR Park happenings. Check it out! 


